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diate local war against Serbia—the hesitation of Francis
Joseph and the opposition of Count Tisza.
EMPEROR  FRANCIS JOSEPH
Emperor Francis Joseph at the time of the Sarajevo
assassination had hardly recovered from the illness of the
preceding winter, which many observers had thought might
prove fatal to the aged monarch. All the wars which he
had waged in the past had resulted in defeat, or loss of
territory, or generally both. He was not enthusiastic for
Conrad as Chief of Staff, nor optimistic about the changes
which had been made in the Austrian army. There is little
doubt that he wanted to end his days in peace. But now,
with the news of Hartwig's Pan-Slav intrigues at Belgrade,
the Greater Serbia propaganda, and this final tragedy to
his family, he had begun to fear that the Serbian situation
might at last become intolerable. "I see a very dark
future," he said to the German Ambassador on July 2;
"what is particularly disquieting to me is the Russian
practice mobilization which is planned for the -fall, just
at the time when we are shifting our recruit contingents,
Hartwig is master at Belgrade, and Pashitch does nothing
without consulting him." "Every one is dying around me,"
he added mournfully, referring to the sudden death of the
Italian Chief of Staff, General Pollio, who was one of the
few loyal adherents of the Triple Alliance in Italy. But
though very sad and pessimistic, Francis Joseph evidently
had no immediate expectation of even a local war with
Serbia, for he spoke of his plans for the summer and the
prospects for the stag-hunts.4
Three days later, on July 5, when Conrad urged mobil-
ization measures, Francis Joseph refused to approve them.
"No, that is impossible," he said, pointing out the danger
of an attack from Russia and the doubtfulness of German
4Tschirschky to Bethmann, July 2; KD., 9, 11.

